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PSC TO PROCCEED W TH CONSI DERATI ON
OF EXPANDED LOCAL CALLI NG FOR VWEST GLACI ER

The Public Service Conm ssion has asked US West Conmuni cations and PT
Communi cati ons
to deternine what the costs would be to include the Wst d acier tel ephone
exchange in PTlI's's
Fl at head Valley calling area and to propose rates to cover those costs.
Calls between Wst J acier and PTl's service territory in the Flathead
Vall ey are currently long-distance calls. If the PSC approves extended
area service (EAS) for West d acier into the Flathead
Val |l ey, calling between the two areas will be I ocal instead of |ong-distance.
In August, 85 West G acier residents attended a Public Service Conmi ssion
hearing on EAS
rules. According to Conmi ssioner Bob Rowe, "West d acier residents
denmonst rat ed overwhel m ng
support to be connected to the rest of Flathead County. COften, it's now a
| ong di stance call from home
to work, or to the children's school. Based on that interest, when we put the
rules in place, West
G acier was one of the first areas the Conm ssion began | ooking at."
As a first step, US West and PTI submitted call usage studies to the PSC
t hat denonstrate that
the West d aci er exchange, which is served by US West, qualifies to be
consi dered for inclusion in the
Fl at head calling regi on. The two phone conpani es have 90 days to prepare the
cost anal ysis and
proposed rate design. Wen that information is subnitted, the PSC wil |
schedul e one or nore public
hearings to provide affected custonmers the opportunity to coment on the
proposal, which is likely to
contain an increase in nonthly phone rates. The PSC may al so direct PTlI and US
West to send affected
custoners ballots to deterni ne acceptance of EAS
Rowe stated, "EAS is not the solution for every area. What we're doing
now i s gathering the
information which will allow citizens to make a deci si on about the best
approach for their comunity."
Persons who want to comment at this stage of the proceeding rather than
wai ting until the cost
information is available my send witten comrents by January 25 to: PSC, PO
Box 202601, Hel ena
MI' 59620- 2601.
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